ISSN 1512-4649(Print) SCIENCE /8936036385 %

ISSN 2667-9752(Online)

DEVELOPING SPORT SATELLITE ACCOUNTS IN GEORGIA:
METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH,
CHALLENGES, AND PERSPECTIVES

Copyright © 2024 the Author/s

Peer review method: Double-Blind
Accepted: August 29, 2025

Published: September 14, 2025
Original scientific article

DOI suffix: 10.36962/NEC20032025-53

David Oboladze

(PhD), Doctor of Business Administration, Associate
Professor at the Georgian State University of Sport
Chief Specialist at the Staff of the Sports Committee
of the Parliament of Georgia
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6143-9194

E-mail: david.oboladze2013@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The article is focused on examining the limitations and opportunities that affect the comprehensive assess-
ment of the economic and social significance of sport in a country. Satellite accounts in sport represent a method
that enables the evaluation of both the direct and indirect effects of the sports sector on the national economy
as well as on social life, employment, and healthcare. The article describes the functional composition of sport,
identifies sources of information, and sets standards for data collection. It also presents the principles for cal-
culating value added, revenues and expenditures, employment, and other indicators, along with their induced
effects (multipliers), as well as a description of the factors that hinder or facilitate the related processes. The
importance of creating sports satellite accounts is emphasized for highlighting the economic and social role and
significance of a country's sports sector. Proposed next steps are outlined to enhance the transparency and ef-
ficiency of sport reporting and planning systems.

The development of Sport Satellite Accounts (SSA) in Georgia represents a critical step towards a compre-
hensive understanding of the economic impact of sport within the national economy. SSA offers a specialized
statistical framework aligned with the System of National Accounts (SNA), enabling the distinct measurement of
sport’s contribution to GDP, employment, and macroeconomic indicators. Globally, the sports industry accounts
for approximately 2% of GDP and contributes substantially to employment, yet this sector remains underexplored
in Georgia due to the absence of an SSA model. Recent increases in state investment in sport infrastructure and
development accentuate the need for robust economic measurement tools such as SSA.

This paper outlines the methodological approach for SSA development, emphasizing multi-sector integra-
tion, compliance with international standards (including the Vilnius definition of sport), and the use of diverse
data sources ranging from national statistics to administrative and survey data. The creation of SSA involves
careful classification of sport-related activities, products, and services, alongside estimating their shares within
overlapping economic sectors.

Key challenges identified for Georgia include limited detailed data, the complexity of defining sport intensity
within broader economic activities, and resource constraints. Recommendations include international collabo-
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ration with experienced SSA-implementing countries, pilot projects on specific sport economic segments, and

enhanced data collection methods.

The establishment of SSA in Georgia will enable evidence-based policymaking, effective resource allocation,

and strategic promotion of the sports economy, reinforcing sport as a growing mainstream economic sector and

valuable contributor to national development. SSA is a vital instrument for quantifying the full contribution of

sport across all economic areas to inform policy and investment decisions effectively.
KEYWORDS: Sports Economics; Economic Impact of Sport; Sport Satellite Accounts (SSA); System of National

Accounts (SNA)
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