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ABSTRACT

This study discusses the main components of the Sumerian economy: agriculture, temple and palace econo-
mies, trade, labour organization, accounting systems, and redistribution mechanisms. The Sumerian economy,
which flourished in southern Mesopotamia during the 4th-3rd millennia BC, represented one of the earliest
organized economic systems. Agriculture, developed on the fertile soils created by the Tigris and Euphrates riv-
ers, supported the cultivation of staple crops such as barley, wheat, and dates. Temples and palaces, as economic
centres, managed land ownership, taxation, and resource redistribution. Sumer engaged in trade with regions
such as Anatolia (modern-day Turkey), Elam (southwestern Iran), the Indus Valley (modern-day Pakistan/India),
and the Arabian Peninsula (Dilmun, modern-day Bahrain). Strict labour organization and accounting records
inscribed in cuneiform ensured efficient management. Institutional frameworks reduced transaction costs,
fostering trust and stability in relevant institutions. Despite significant economic achievements, the Sumerian
economy remained vulnerable due to soil salinization and external threats. Sumerian bureaucracy, irrigation
systems, and writing profoundly influenced the economic and social development of ancient civilizations.

Keywords: Sumerian economy; agriculture, temple and palace economy; institutions, trade, irrigation systems,

accounting, writing system.
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35056560 gdsb. 3mdgMa gogemdws abgo Hganm-
696056, MmammMgda(zos LadbMgm goggobns, sbo@m-
0o (05688gMHmzg o dgmab dbatg), gemsdo (me-
603gMmgg 060bab badbMgm-sbsgmgm Mganmba),
0bab bgmds (05688gMm39 3530L@560b bacg) s
sMadgmab Bobggem3nbdamoa (@omdnbo, mebsdyg-
MmM39 8536 7060). IOM3al 3 3o 360 MEZsbads(300 @S
o@bIgemn s36gMmmdam BB gMomma sefasbzomo
gmM39d0 qdMNb3gmymBs 989dé MM Jsmmgsb. go-
61339935 0bLEBOGM(30M3s RofBmgdds dgod(3ncs
BMbDog(30mma batiggdo, Bo(3 BHnEs bomsbaom
0bbB 0BG gdab bromdabs s LEsdarmEmMdsb. -
39630 360d369mm3z560 g3mbmBagn&n dombgzgdol
dogbgege, dobo g3mbmdngzs dyngy Mhgdmws,
(3 396306mdgdmma ngm 80bab s8msdgdoms ©s
356 LogMmbggdom. dndgEammds donEm 36e@nad,
Lombysgds LobLEGYdgdds o sdbgMmmdsd o
a03mgbs 8mabmabs gdggmgbo (3030mabsz0gdals
93b6mB0 396 s bmznsmu@ gobgomemgdady.

boggobdm bogyggdo: dndgHal g3mbmdngs, bm-
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LobEBY3gd0, sMn3b3s, B HEMe.
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bEgor-(396@ o bobomdn s cmgmgds gfm-gHo
439mady s g Mdobym (3030m0ds(3000. ob
Jqdg@ae gbsdg 0bmmgdmms Hmam sz ,Jogban”,
86 ,d0gbana’, Go(s ,3gm0mdmdoem 3d6dsbgdgmms
9399456506 50b0dbo300s, Bemenm dabo g6s ,9389a3060"
- ,3900edmdognms gbsb™. §gMB8aba ,dndgMn" 3otzg-
0 1869 Bemal 17 0563560 gdMommo bosdmdmdals,
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(1825-1905) go8moaygbes. dndgermemo gbs ngm sMsbyg-
oo s sMonbpmygzMma3ymo, sgmy@nbszomdo

960b 0bmMEs@0. 456 3390 965087 (360961 mema 33emy-
3900l Babgogom, 3ndgEmmb 3HmEm-JoGmnzgmmm

965b056 35393306900 s LadFgo Joggobool 3o dq-
396930l Bnbomgbeddmdemme dn30Rbgzo [3-6; 11-13].
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3560bgdnmo g3mbm3ognma bob@gdol Redmysmo-
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Brasb dqdgmgdds gobagamamgh Mormma batmbysga
LobEg3gda, HMImgdacz 3000 3s-Bg 3@ FoMHMAL
3ma (30309, M385(3 mdHbzgmym LG sdomyMa dom-
Bobyyemals (3og., 3&al) Jomgds s Bmbagmasbmdals
BEO@S s@a0mmMdMHoz0 3dGamo 3emnds@ob 30Mmdgddo
[1]. dnﬁ)anQn dﬂ@@ﬂﬁ)abn 0ym daﬁm, bmﬁ)i’)oqm,
Ly B30, BgB 30, CMdom s dats. sbggg, 360d36g-
mmgobo ogm gobozolb 3oemds, Mm3gmacg bozggobs
5 Loddgbgdemm Bobamol ndmgmes [17].

&946mmmaog@no nbmgszogdol ;mgombsdo-
Lo, 39dgF9dds 30M39mmgdds god8maygbgl bsomgbo
ammsbo (seeder plough), Gm3gemo(z Lodgamgdsl
sdmgges mybgs ©s bzbs ghmemmyma 3Gmzgbo
gmgomoaym. gb 0bmgszns, Hm3gmaz mabol gom-
308 gddgs smbgFama, Bommomgdl &gdbmmmaon®
Bobbgmadg, Hedss bymo dgnbym dndgegdl ogbgal
9B9dGNOMS 355BMEM 5 35gBSMNMdaboc bom-
Byogn80bgda [2]. sbggg BgMBgHms L3gnomnda30ad
(8., 80Bab 84dgd0a, LoMbysgo Lob®gdal JdsGimgg-
m9d0) goodgmdgbs 3GMBob sbsbomads, Moy
93Mbm3030L JpaFmomdsl qdMHbggmymaums [1;
13]. 53 36 (39L3s dgbadmygdgmo gobos I3y
Jomad-bobgm3bogmgdlb dogmmo otda Imbaogamo,
o3 baggdggmo gobmes m&mdsbadsznabs o gogmm-
30l gobgomamgdabogals [9].

3060l Lo 3momgdal LGN JGYOL Mzombsd-
®oboom, dg@gbo 8obs §odMgdbs s Lababemggdl
939036m@s, odgs s®bgdmdes dabol 3gMdm
Logmomgdal dogomomgda(s, Moz LB YMLYds
®0bob gomgodgdob Rsbsbgmgdoom [22]. bLambysgo
s6bgdabs ©d Byomba(303980L Imgmao-3o@Emmbmds
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535(3 mombmgs (396@Fomadgdamo JoGmgs ©o
3mdsbgmal mmgsbodgds [17].

dq3g6mm bmgmob dgn@bgmdsdo doMomawmo
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339950 (379M0b, goxabs o Mmool obsdbdowmgd-
), 0bg - ao@abab bodnsmgdaw dMmab sbsbes-
1693530, 30LobagdLS s bogsgm gomnggdgddo,
®33 85b boggPbocry® 3o @oR” o393 [22];

® bendsmo 360336gmmgabo gmmE s ogm, Hm3-
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3960 s bbgs (3m3gmma. ob Dmgxg® &odc9ddn dg-
LoboMagom ob Mgmoagonmo Modmemadobmgob ogm
396 39m360ma. ben@dama JgFomsb dgosmgdam bs gmyg-
b5 353M (39 gdmemn aym, 353633 — @™ dgoMo-
@M gdamo oM (33 gemn, Hoasb dobo dmygebs
dmombmgos RMm bgmboydgm 30Hmdgdl, bogmezng®
Booogbs s ¢3909L 0fngs300l LobGgdal, Moy -
8960b 3dGa 308 do goM33gmmo 3o8mbggzs nym.

® gabogo ngm domamsmmGageo, 360d36gmm-
3560 bo 33960 MMM G0, HMIgmbsg BoHnme dm-
ob3oMs dmbobmgmds. Babgsb 58bemgdwbgb RoMb,
LoAmRLs s Lobdgmgdlb. gabogolb 3omdgde sbggg
0dmgmEs b53dgbgdmm Bobamab (bg, moremgda). ab,
Mmam& 3 303dmmyg s 8@ ngzom gomabsbowo 3Gim-
©94&0, 3603369mmzsba LogdLb3m@mEm bagmbgmao
0y4m, 356bs 3gomtgdom b3sMbgmab gymab Hgaombda
(00346d0, MmobsdgMmmgg ds36gnbdn) ngogdms.
g0b0golb domsmo Imbogmasbmds s dgbsbgals do-
M 030 30Mmdgdn dob g3mbmdogymow dmdggdnsb
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Logmbmow s9(393@. mabols gofgo@gdal bomby-
69330 boblbgbgdos gabogalb domgdo, GmImgdacs
bdoMow §odMmgdab 56 dposmn Jobab 8ggmmmdgmagdals
Lo ggocigdsda ngm [2].

® mmdom 5 oM 360d369mm3z560 396 3mbsbo

3N&gdo 0ym, HmImgdbss doMomsmam ©adsrmn
Lergooey®o 396980 dmabdamebgb, sbgzg — 3oty-

&Y30L bogggooe.

* bgDs8ab Dgmo 3odmaygbgdmes bs 3ggdewm, gobe-
0935390, 3mb3gE0g3odn, Hgmogon Mo momgdbs s
L3 3mEBom JoBbgdabmgal. bybadob bgmn, nbgsg
Mmgm& s gabogo, ggb3m®Eobomgolb 360dg6gmmaseba
3OmEd@L Batdmamaqbos, Momash ol sgnmaw
a0sbadoEo ngm. mabals oM@ gddg bobbgbgdas
Ly D80l BobrzgMgdo, HMBrmgdo(z dofMomsmaw GodfMg-
30l 96 d3m3mbol (3306 gMnsbmgabo bmgasmgma
X39B0L) 3mbGHmmb 9303gdeMgdme.

® do@ymo 35dmnygbgdmes domama boMabbol
Jbemgomgdolb @obeddogdma, Gm3gmas &odeg-
d0bo o dm3mbrnbogol nym gobzmomgbama. dnbgsb
©33bagdgmo Jbmgamgda, dgmgdormo o m@bsdy-
6@ gdom gogm&mdgdamo, 36n0dzbgmmgaba bogdbdm-
A@™ bogmbgmo nym, MmIgmog goblbsgnmmgdom
9m38bs (06539 mzg 06560b badbGgo-sbsgmgm
dbotigbs) o sbs@mmosdn (msbsdgommgg oedg-
ool Hganmbdn) 0yoegdmes. mabol goMi0@9d0b
Bombgmgddg magadbomgdmmoas, Hm3 Jbmgomgdals
Bocdmgds oMo GodMgdal 56 badggm babsbemgg-
30l 30 0gm mMa60bgdmo, bows s dofomsosw®
3mdomdbgb domo bgmmbbgdo [18].

3360350, 5060368 3MmE)d8gdds dgbadmyg-
dgmo gobos oMy Fbmmme sanmmdmaga dmbo-
bemgmdol s 3doymeznmgds, sModge ammdsmao
Logogtm JLgmgdal gm@mBamgds, Madss bgmo dg-
MBym dgdgEmmo Jomag-bobgmdbogmagdol g3mbm-
30396, bmzoomy® ©8 3nm@nenem asbgomamgdsb.
®0bob BoMR0@gddy LaxdLaMgdyma Rebsbgmgda
5 sMdgmmmannMo dmba(3939d0 (3boymal, Hm3
33969335 dg4369L Bomammmgsbadgdmmo bob@gds
bevggmol AgMbgmdal doMmzabs s dobo g3mbmda-
3900 3m@agbgoamab 358mygbgdabogab.

2. 3dAOLO RO LALOLXOL I3MEMANZd
dndgem Lobmasmmgdado §odmgdo bmzos-
(396@Mgd0 nym, M3 osLEBYMoYmos odMmago
st dgmmmaonma dobomom, dom ImMal mabalb
BoOR0G ool RabobgMmgdom, Mm3mgda(z sbobogl
dom 0@3nbabBMmosom Bubg(3090L [22]. §odgda
RBmdbgb oo 3060l 65339098, JoGmegwbgb
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LomByog LobEgdgdl, nbobogzwbgb oM (33mgnmbs
o bbgs 3MmEnd@gdl, sbgwbgb dmbagmoab go-
©obsbomgdal @AM 3mb@MmmL [1]. abobo sbgsg
0y3696 3Lbbgoma ©sdbogdgdmgda, bawsy Igdomd-
06496 J9edgda, bgmmbbgdo, 3Mdgdn0 s RsdbgMgdo
[17]. &odnb g3mbmBogs (temple economy: [15])
B3967430mboMgdos MBmamts (396@Msmadgdyma
35056560emgdal Lob@gds: gemgbgda sb3000696 dm-
Logamb, bmmm G odotn 565bnmgdws 8oL I¢Mdgdbs
5 (0893l dmEab, Morg baBommdmag sbabymas
0L s Mamadal BgHommdom o6 Jogqddo [8].

&odMgdo bgmb MBymdws bmzosmaa doMm-
390l godmogfgdsl. dog., Godfigda s6ymdwbgb
gmoa0nc 3gb@ogemgdl, Gm3mgdaz 0DoEsg©s
3m3mm(339magdl, Mo3 sanmmdmng g3mbmdogsl,
396bs 3nmmgdom bymmbbmdobs s gogmmdals od-
mogfMgds [9].

Lobobmggdds, MHmdmgdacs 3dofmggm dmdmbob
9390136m9, d3.6. 11l s0r5bBmgmmol 3gmeg babggs-
100006 50694qb dbasgbo g3mbmBngn&o gubd0gdab
0mgda. 39989900 s 33oMm3zgmgda 53mb@MHmmgd-
696 3060b 6533901930, 53mM390@b96 go@LobgdL
doMomos ba@mmab boboo (3sa., 8o (33mgmema,
3bbgomagbs bagmbymo) s mmasbobgdsb 0bg3wbgb
LadbgMmm 3083560535 04y baddgbgdemm 3EimgJ&gdb
[2].

&odM0bs s bababmob g3mbmBags bdoMow go-
oRsggMmn agm, B3 §36nws (396@Momabgdama
doMm30b 0bLbEoGMEY® LabBgdsl, bowsy Mgby®-
Lgdab goEsbobamgds s 3MBEM™EO bm&(30gm@g-
dmEs mobal gofmgadgddy Im93gmoa smMasbzal
LobEg3ab Lodgsmgdoo [13]. goGs 530bs, GodMabes
5 bababmob babdmgsmydgdob gHmngmmosdmjo-
©9dmmgds dgadmgds gobobamgdmoagl, Hmamei3 do-
o Rmgdolb doemsbbol dogsmoma, bowsz dgx3ggd0
bdoMom nygbgdwbgb Mgmogom® s3&mMnB gL oo-
300bma 38omnggmmdol mgan@0dszoobogal, Mo

303LGNMadymoas d3.6. Il smsbbmgmmol 3gmeg
babgzob Robobgmgddn [15]. 880 Robl, ory Mmam®

9O Pb3ImymBEs gb 0bbGeGyGgoe g3mbmBogg®
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